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The Changing Inside and Outside of the Wall: On The City and Its Uncertain Walls

Shoji SHIBATA

Summary

Haruki Murakami's new novel, The City and Its Uncertain Walls, is a rewrite of a short
story of the same title written 43 years ago. Murakami wrote a full-length novel, The End of the
World and Hard-Boiled Wonderland, in 1985 based on this short story, and The City is his second
rewrite. What all three works have in common is that a wall separates two worlds: the inside and
the outside, but the way in which the inside and outside worlds are differentiated is something
that has never been done before. In other words, in the previous two works, the world inside the
walls was a world devoid of emotional excitement, and its starting point was the end of the 1960s.
However, what is missing in the new work is not the exhilaration of intense passion, but rather the
many universal emotions that humans can experience in their daily lives. The new coronavirus
infection and the Great Tohoku Earthquake that occurred in 2011 are assumed to be the triggers that
brought about this lack, and Murakami aims to fuse these two disasters to create a world "inside the
walls." However, his idea instead relativized the solidity of the wall and weakened the necessity of

differentiating between inside and outside.
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